ANSWERING THE CALL
Celebrating 30 Years of Lasallian Volunteers

700+

Lasallian Volunteers

100+

ministries served

1,000+

years of combined service

This Year, We Celebrate
30 YEARS OF
LASALLIAN
VOLUNTEERS.
To date, some 700 volunteers have answered the call to serve
throughout the United States and beyond. Besides the service
these young men and women have offered to the poor and those
on the margins is the growth they have experienced by doing so.
The LV program helps its volunteers develop their faith while living
in intentional community with Brothers, fellow volunteers and
Lasallian Partners.
Following in the footsteps of

Saint John Baptist de La

Salle, Lasallian Volunteers and
alumni have embarked on
a spiritual journey, through
educational ministry and
supportive companionship.
For many, this has been a
transformative experience. The intersection of
faith, service and community can be a life-changing encounter.
As such, we are committed to accompanying young adults in the
discernment of their purpose and call.

“My time as a volunteer in New York City starting in 1989 was everything
I imagined it might be and more. I wanted to experience a new world
and I did. I hoped I could find a way to effectively connect and make an
impact in a more diverse and bigger world than I had known. With the
support and camaraderie of many, I found out I could. It was more challenging and more rewarding than I could have imagined. Countless times
since my volunteer days when facing a challenge, I’ve thought to myself,
‘If I could do that (teaching in New York), I can handle this.’”

John Garry, LV 89-90, served at La Salle Academy, New York, New York

NOW

THEN

Faith, service and community are values that a Lasallian
Volunteer embraces, not just for a year or two, but for a lifetime!
We thank you for your support of this program, and we look
forward to extending the faith-based volunteer experience to
many more women and men who answer the call in the next 30
years and beyond!

FSC

The shared values of faith, service and community are at the heart of the Lasallian Volunteers.
A word play on the Latin form for Brothers of the Christian Schools (Fratres Scholarum
Christianarum), they honor the Brothers’ legacy while identifying the values of the volunteers.

FAITH

“Lasallian Volunteers are driven by faith in all that they do, which is most clearly seen in the love and zeal
with which they attend to the needs of those entrusted to their care, as well as the
colleagues and community members who minister alongside them.
Lasallian Volunteers as a program most clearly embodies the words of Saint
Miguel Febres Cordero, FSC, ‘I must enter into all that I do with a spirit of love.’
As I think of my experiences as an LV and the various ways in which I have been
in contact with Lasallian Volunteers both before and after my service, what has
always drawn me to those individuals is a consistent force of unconditional love
that clearly comes from a deep and growing faith life. I know that my time as a
Lasallian Volunteer encouraged and accompanied that faith-filled love in me in
many formal and informal ways.”

Brother Dylan Perry, LV 10-11, served at West Catholic Preparatory High
School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He is currently teaching at DeLaSalle
High School, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

SERVICE

“My service at San Miguel School is what drives me to take on each new day
with energy and enthusiasm. It is an absolute privilege to work with the middle
school boys who have been entrusted to my care. Through all the challenges I
face as a Lasallian Volunteer, my students are a constant reminder of why I do
what I do, and they inspire me to persist.

All Lasallian Volunteers are motivated by the desire to serve others for the
greater good. I’m always impressed by the generosity of my follow volunteers.”
Timothy Foley, LV 18-20, is serving at San Miguel School, Washington, DC.

COMMUNITY

“What I enjoy most about community is to exist as my
authentic self with individuals who have truly become my chosen family. The
belly-laughs, the amazing food, the shared stories—all of these things are what
have made my community experience in Tucson so beautiful. Everyday life with
three Christian Brothers and a fellow Lasallian Volunteer has been particularly
special as we live out our Lasallian journeys through a shared lens of the
Lasallian Five Core Principles, namely inclusive community.

Community enriches my spirit, in that each of us has had radically different lived
experiences than the person to our left and to our right at the dinner table each
night. We arrive in our shared space with honesty and openness and continue
to celebrate one another. Being a devout vegan at a dinner table of devout
Catholics is something that would likely have caused me stress a year ago,
given my own ignorance around Catholic religious orders, with a looming fear
of exclusion. Words cannot express how embraced I feel in community, and how much my spirit misses
‘the squad’ when we’re apart for holiday breaks, etc. I cannot imagine my journey as Lasallian Volunteer
without my folks in the San Miguel Tucson Community!”
Savannah Mattox, LV 18-20, is serving at San Miguel High School, Tucson, Arizona.

1978
The Start of an Idea
As a member of the
Minneapolis/St. Paul District,
Brother Willie Rhody, FSC,
presents the idea of starting
a volunteer program to the
Regional Conference of
Christian Brothers.

First Midyear Gathering

1999

First Midyear retreat is held in
Goshen, New York.

200th LV

1996
2003
100th LV

300th LV

1994
1981
The First Volunteer
is Tested
Arranged by Brother Henry Betz,
FSC, Charlie Brown becomes the
first volunteer. He serves at
La Salle Academy (NYC).

LVs Support Opening of
First San Miguel School
Brother Lawrence Goyette,
FSC, with a team of Mariesa
Jozwiak, LV 93-95, and Licia
Koch Robertson, LV 93-97, open
The San Miguel School
of Providence.

LVs Run

A year after Adriana Rodriguez,
LV 05-07, runs the NYC
Marathon to raise money
for Lasallian Volunteers, the
first group LVs Run is held in
Chicago.

M
I
T

1984

Moving Westward

A Lasallian Volunteer
Movement Board is formed in
the Midwest. Volunteers serve
in Wisconsin, Illinois and North
Dakota. Four volunteers serve at
La Salle Academy (NYC) and St.
Raymond’s High School (NYC).

1988

1993

It’s Official

Lasallian Volunteers becomes a
Regional program of Christian
Brothers Conference.

1993

First Orientation

A Program is Ready
to Emerge

The first orientation is held at
La Salle Manor in Plano, Illinois,
marking the official start
of Lasallian Volunteers.

Four Districts organize grassroots
efforts for a program called the
Lasallian Volunteer Movement.
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500th LV

2011
LVs Ride

LVs, alums and other supporters
ride coast-to-coast to raise
awareness about poverty and
promote Lasallian Volunteers.

2013
600th LV
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The St. Solomon Fund

LVs in Palestine

Celebrating 30 Years!

A single donation makes it
possible to give volunteers
modest awards for student loan
debt relief at the end of their
service.

George Boateng, LV 18-19,
and Jarred McKinney, LV
18-19, become the first
Lasallian Volunteers at
Bethlehem University.

Today we celebrate the 700+
volunteers, the 100+ ministries
served and the 1,000 combined
years of service provided by
young people in the program.
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Kitson Institute Begins
The Brother Charles Kitson
Institute for Formation of
Lasallian Volunteers replaces
LV Orientation.

2017
700th LV

2016

De La Salle Academy
Opens with LV Alum
as Principal

De La Salle Academy,
Concord, California, opens
with Marilyn Paquette, LV 9901, as its founding principal. The
staff includes Carly Myrtle, LV
12-14, and Anthony Carbone,
LV 14-16.

2014

“Joining the Lasallian Volunteer program
changed the entire course of my adult life. Living
in community with the Brothers at 2nd Street and
working with the young men at La Salle Academy
made me fall in love with another way of life. The
LV program expanded my horizons and taught
me what social justice in action actually looks like.
I thank God, and the LV program, for laying the
foundation for my future.”
Kerry Conroy, LV 99-01, served at La Salle
Academy, New York, New York.

“The best part about being a Lasallian Volunteer is
sharing a vocation and community where people
put humanity first, it is a beautiful thing.”
Carly Cohen, LV 17-19, is serving at CatalystMaria Charter School, Chicago, Illinois.

GET INVOLVED
Support Beyond a Donation
Your support is a source of strength and encouragement for our volunteers and staff. Simply
knowing you are behind our effort means a great deal to the volunteers and those they serve.
In addition to making a financial contribution please help by:
Praying for us:
•Pray for our current volunteers and staff. Read their 		
writings on our blog.
•Pray for the individuals currently discerning a year of
service with us or other volunteer programs.
•Pray for the financial stability of Lasallian Volunteers,
that we will have the means to support everyone who
answers the call to this ministry.
•Pray for our alumni, that they will continue to be
spiritually enriched by their generous service.
Sharing the story:
•Encourage young adults to consider donating a year 		
of service.
•Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram and like
and share the posts.
•Simply tell people about Lasallian Volunteers.

Taking Part
Join Lasallian Volunteers, alumni and friends for
celebrations throughout the 2019-2020 anniversary year.
•Friday, July 26, 2019: Kickoff Celebration,
Lewis University, Romeoville, IL
•Sunday, October 6, 2019: FSC Awards Luncheon,
Mont La Salle, Napa, CA
•Saturday, November 23, 2019: LV Alumni Breakfast, Huether
Lasallian Conference, Minneapolis Marriott City Center, MN
•Saturday, April 25, 2020: Mass and Gala, Manhattan College, Riverdale, NY
Visit www.LasallianVolunteers.org to learn more.

How To Give
Supporters like you are part of the story. For over 30 years, generous contributors like you have given
their time, talent and treasure to make this movement possible. You have enabled a generation of young
people to become part of the ongoing mission of Saint John Baptist de La Salle as they live and work
in needy communities and empower people through education. Their work makes a life-changing
contribution to their students and clients, and your donation makes this possible.

Your tax-deductible gift to Lasallian Volunteers can 5. Transfer a gift from your IRA account. Donors
be made in several ways.
70 ½ or older can transfer up to $100,000 each
year from your traditional IRA account. Your
1. Credit Card:
gift may count toward your required minimum
Online gifts are
distribution.
always welcome at
www.Lasallian
Volunteers.org or
by calling our office
202-529-0047
ext. 111.

2. Check: Mail a check made payable to
“Christian Brothers Conference” to:
Lasallian Volunteers
415 Michigan Avenue NE, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20017-4501
3. Perpetual or Recurring Gifts: Make a
“perpetual” or recurring gift by dividing your
gift into several payments at intervals of your
choosing. You can set up your payments at www.
LasallianVolunteers.org or by calling our office.
4. Gifts of Stock:
Contact Christopher
Anderson by phone
at 202-529-0047 ext.
103 for details about
transferring stock(s) as
a donation.

6. Bequests and Estate Plan Gifts: You may make
a bequest or gift through your estate by including
a provision in your will or living trust, or by
naming “Lasallian
Volunteers” as a
beneficiary of a
retirement plan
or life insurance
policy.
7. Matching Gifts: Many companies offer matching
gift programs and your gift may be matched one
or even two times over by your employer. Please
check with your employer to see if your company
offers matching gifts.
Christian Brothers Conference is a tax-exempt
organization under section 501 (c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code. You can find Christian
Brothers Conference on Guidestar www.guidestar.
org/profile/36-2671613.

A Message from Kathleen Swain, LV 09-11, Director of Lasallian Volunteers
As we celebrate our 30th anniversary as a program, Lasallian Volunteers owes a debt of

gratitude to you, for sharing and supporting our mission.

To the De La Salle Christian Brothers, Lasallian Volunteers would not be what it is without you. Your openness to
welcoming young people into your communities, your accompaniment and formation in the Lasallian charism,
and your passion and zeal have made a lasting impact on Lasallian Volunteers over the past three decades and
continue to do so today.
To the 700+ LV Alums, this program continues to thrive because you answered the
call to serve and continue to play such a pivotal role in the program’s mission. From
accompanying current LVs, to strengthening the bonds you formed with your fellow LVs,
to financially supporting the program, we would not be celebrating our 30th anniversary
without you.
To our donors and parents of current and former LVs, your financial support and prayers
have so deeply impacted the program and the formation the volunteers receive.
The 2019-2020 service year will be filled with much to celebrate, and I hope you’ll join
us as we gather together to look back on our shared history and look to the future! Thank
you for being with us on this journey of faith, service and community. May the next 30
years be filled with as much joy, zeal and love for the mission entrusted to us by Saint John Baptist de La Salle!

A Message from Brother Timothy Coldwell, FSC, General Councilor,
RELAN
In this tercentenary year we have been remembering our Founder, Saint
John Baptist de La Salle, and celebrating the legacy he left us upon his death on April 7, 1719. His

founding energy, prophetic vision and evangelical spirit have been embedded in countless ways and places.
What I have learned this year has deepened my awe for the mission and community he
started and my appreciation for belonging to it.
I think the most significant insight has been that De La Salle’s total self-giving to God not
only inspired the people of his day, but continues to offer life-giving energy in our day.
We can see De La Salle’s profound generosity as the source of the vocational dynamism
that we see in Lasallian Volunteers.
At 30 years old, the LV program is one of the countless legacies of the Lasallian mission.
It has 300 years of spiritual wisdom to draw upon, beginning with what De La Salle
gave us, a spirit of generosity; what today’s communities give us, a spirit of hospitality;
and what young adults offer us, a spirit of service.
The volunteers remind us that we belong to a “vocational ecosystem” that is sustained
by generosity. Their freely given service for the educational and social needs of the poor
inspires us to support them. An open and welcoming community inspires volunteers to share their dreams and
hopes, in turn inspiring others to accompany them on their life journey. The biggest blessing and surprise has been
the ongoing commitment of volunteers, with approximately 85 former volunteers currently serving in Lasallian
ministries and a dozen men having entered the Brothers’ formation program after completing their service as LVs.
On behalf of the De La Salle Christian Brothers, I offer profound thanks to all those who have answered the call
and joined this ecosystem of generous service while supporting Lasallian Volunteers. Let us continue to join our
hands in unity and support for the Lasallian Volunteers and continue to join our hearts in prayers of thanksgiving
for the blessing of young generations infusing our communities and ministries with their life-giving energy.

